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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-15, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Number 4,838,052 to Williams et al., in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,304,003 to 
Rathmann et al. 

Williams et al. discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Williams et al. discloses 
an electronic lock box apparatus (10) attachable to a fixed object (D), the electronic lock box 
apparatus comprising an electrical power source (106), a controller circuit (column 5, lines 50- 
55), a secure compartment (15) having an access member (12g) actuated by a first latch member 
(28), a holding member (14) actuated by a second latch member (44), an electric motor (64), and 
a movable actuator member (52) that is in mechanical communication with the electric motor, 
where the controller circuit is configured to attempt to move the actuator member in one of a first 
direction and a second direction by energizing the electric motor (column 6, lines 12-49), as in 
claim 13. However, Williams et al. does not disclose the use of a position sensing device. 
Rathmann teaches of an electrically operated lock mechanism having a electric motor (1), an 
actuator member (4), and a locking mechanism (figure 1), where the locking mechanism has a 
means for detecting the position of the actuator (column 1, lines 53-65), where the means for 
detecting is a potentiometer (19) having a lever (column 6, lines 12-20) that is attached to a drive 
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mechanism, that send signals to a processing circuit (20) and a converter circuit (21) which 
indicates the functional position of the actuating drive, as in claim 14, in the analogous art of 
electrically operated locking mechanisms for the purpose of having evidence as to the functional 
position and also the intermediate position which the actuating drive or the transmission element 
have assumed, so that a plausibility check can be conducted on the basis of the detected position 
(column 1, lines 47-52). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate a position sensing device in to the electronic lock 
box of Williams et al, as taught by Rathmann, to provide position feedback information 
corresponding to an actual position of the actuator member, by attaching a lever to the actuator 
member, where, with position feedback information from the position sensing device, as the 
controller circuit attempts to move the actuator member, the position feedback is received by the 
controller circuit, which determines whether the actuator member is moving according to a 
predetermined movement pattern over at least one predetermined time interval, as well as if the 
actuator member is moving according to a predetermined movement pattern over at least one 
predetermined time interval, the controller circuit allows the electric motor to be energized until 
the actuator member has reached a predetermined position, and if the actuator member is not 
moving according to a predetermined movement pattern over at least one predetermined time 
interval, the controller circuit terminates energizing the electric motor, regardless of an actual 
position of the actuator member, wherein position feedback could sampled over a plurality of 
predetermined time periods, and the predetermined movement pattern comprises a plurality of 
position versus time criteria, within a predetermined tolerance (figures 4, 7, and 8 of Rathmann), 
as in claim 15, in order to have evidence as to the functional position and also the intermediate 
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position which the actuator member has assumed, so that a plausibility check can be conducted 
on the basis of the detected position. 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to reverse the direction of the electric motor of Williams et al. to unjam 
the actuator member if the actuator member is not moving in a first direction, as in claim 17. 

Williams et al. also discloses that when the controller circuit energizes the electric motor 
in an opposite direction, the controller attempts to move the actuator member back to its starting 
position (column 7, lines 51-57), as in claim 18. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams et al. 
and Rathmann as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent Number 
6,434,987 to Juillerat et al. 

Williams et al. and Rathmann disclose the invention substantially as claimed. Williams 
et al disclose the electrical power source comprises a battery (106) that outputs a battery voltage. 
However, Williams et al. and Rathmann do not disclose an ambient temperature sensor. Juillerat 
et al. teaches of a motorized locking system having a motor (21), a motor actuation means and a 
sliding bolt (3) and a temperature sensor (column 3, lines 40-45) in the analogous art of 
electrically activated locking systems for the purpose of to send data to the motor actuation 
means in order to close the locking system in the event of intrusion by a blow torch attach. It 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate a temperature sensor, as taught by Juillerat et al, in to the electronic lock box of 
Williams et al, as modified by Rathmann, where the sensor could send data to the control circuit 
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in order to adjust the predetermined time periods so that the actuator member can move to a 
locked condition in the event of intrusion by a blow torch attach. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-12 and 19-23 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The claims are allowable over the prior art of record 
because the teachings of the references taken as a whole do not teach or render obvious the 
combination set forth, including that of an electric lock box having a controller circuit, a secure 
compartment having an access member actuated by a first movable latch member, a holding 
member actuated by a second movable latch member, a prime mover device, and a linear 
actuator where the controller circuit moves the linear actuator in a first direction by way of the 
prime mover device to release the access member, allowing access to the secure compartment, 
and the controller circuit also moves the linear actuator by way of the prime mover device in a 
second direction that is opposite of the first direction, to release the holding member, allowing 
the electronic lock box apparatus to be detached from a fixed object. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 

electronic lock box assemblies: 

U.S. Patent Number 6,047,575 to Larson et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,046,558 to 
Larson et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,794,466 to Hungerford et al., U.S. Patent Number 
5,791,172 to Deighton et al., U.S. Patent Number 4,864,1 15 to Imran et al., U.S. Patent 
Application Publication Number 2004/0226325 to Ling. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-7054. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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